
BROWN COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE Monday, June 10, 2019 

Green Bay Metro Transportation Center 
901 University Avenue 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 

Meeting Time: 10:15 a.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Ian Agar (BC Human Services) Redebra Peters (ASPIRO) x 

Stephanie Birmingham (Options for Independent Living) x Cole Runge (BCPC/Green Bay MPO) x 

Megan Borchardt (BC Board of Supervisors) x Brian Silk (MV Transportation) 

Mary Brick (Syble Hopp School)* x Julie Tetzlaff (Cerebral Palsy Inc.) x 

Mary Derginer (ADRC of Brown County Board) Tina Whetung (Curative Connections)  x 

Essie Fels (Green Bay Metro) x Genny Willemon (BC Human Services) 

Pat Finder-Stone (Citizen Member) Exc John Withbroe (Green Bay Transit Commission) 

Christel Giesen (ADRC of Brown County) x Vacant (BC Executive Department) 

Matt Halada (Wisconsin DOT NE Region) Vacant (Citizen Member) 

Denise Misovec (Curative Connections) x Vacant (Oneida Nation) 

Others Present:  Bridget Clancy for Mark Brick,  Sandy Popp and Dave Zanon (Options for Independent 
Living), Lisa J. Conard, Ker Vang, and Andrea Vlach (Brown County Mobility Coordinator). 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

1. Introduction of Mobility Coordinator Andrea Vlach.

C. Runge introduced Andrea Vlach.  Andrea replaces Jennifer Hallam-Nelson.

2. Approval of the March 11, 2019 TCC meeting minutes.

A motion was made by S. Birmingham, seconded by E. Fels, to approve the March 11, 2019
TCC meeting minutes.  Motion carried.

3. Recommendation to the Brown County Planning Commission (BCPC) Board of Directors
regarding Section 85.21 Program Trust capital project funding awards.

K. Vang summarized the staff report:

Introduction 
In accordance with Wisconsin Transportation Administrative Rule 1.05(2), a county may 
retain and hold in trust all or part of the allocated State Section 85.21 Program aid received 
in subsequent years for the purchase or maintenance of transportation equipment. A county’s 
trust cannot exceed $80,000. Counties that have trusts that exceed $80,000 must return the 
excess funding to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation or have a plan approved by 
the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for spending the excess funds.  

After 2018, Brown County’s Section 85.21 Trust balance was approximately $110,000. In an 
effort to reduce the trust’s balance below the $80,000 cap and spend the trust to a level 



preferred by the state (which is as close to $0 as possible), the Brown County Planning 
Commission solicited applications for capital projects from eligible agencies in Brown County. 
The total amount made available through this solicitation was $100,000. The deadline for 
submitting a project application was April 30, 2019, and three applications were received by 
this deadline.  
 
Subcommittee Review and Ranking  
 
A five-person subcommittee of the TCC was formed to review project applications, rank them, 
and attend one subcommittee meeting to discuss the ranking of each application and develop 
funding recommendations to the full TCC.  
 
On May 17, 2019, the Brown County TCC Section 85.21 Trust Fund Application Review 
Subcommittee met to discuss and rank the applications. A summary of each application is 
below.  
 

Curative Connections is applying for a new accessible minibus with a seating 
capacity of 7 ambulatory passengers and 2 wheelchair passengers. If awarded, 
Curative Connections will hire a part time driver and expand its transportation 
service in Brown County. The cost of the vehicle is $57,000 and the request is for 
$57,000.  
 
Green Bay Metro is applying for 10 new bus shelters throughout the public transit 
system. The bus shelters will be placed at heavily used bus stops. All shelters 
placed will be ADA compliant and installed by the City of Green Bay’s Department 
of Public Works. The cost of the 10 bus shelters is $70,000 and the request is for 
$70,000. The cost for an individual shelter is $7,000.  
 
Fort Howard Apartments is applying for a used 14 passenger vehicle. The vehicle 
would be used for large group activity trips. The vehicle would be large and tall 
enough so riders can easily get in and out, walk to all seats, and capable of storing 
walkers and packages. The vehicle is not wheelchair accessible; however, 
arrangements with specialized transportation providers will be made to allow 
wheelchair users to participate. The cost for the vehicle is estimated at $40,000 
and the request is for $10,000. Other funding sources for the vehicle are from the 
agency’s Housing and Urban Development reserve account ($18,000) and from 
donations ($12,000). If the cost of the vehicle exceeds $40,000, the agency will 
raise the additional funds needed to purchase the vehicle.  

 
Subcommittee Recommendation to the Full Brown County TCC 
 
The subcommittee members agreed that all three projects will be beneficial to seniors and 
individuals with disabilities. 
 
Based on the discussion and ranking of each project, the subcommittee recommends to the 
full TCC that $102,000 of the county’s State Section 85.21 Trust Fund be allocated as follows: 
 

1. Curative Connections $57,000 
2. Green Bay Metro $35,000 
3. Fort Howard Apartments $10,000 

 



 
A motion was made by M. Borchardt, seconded by S. Birmingham to recommend to the Brown 
County Planning Commission (BCPC) Board of Directors approval of the Section 85.21 
Program Trust funds as presented.  Motion carried. 
 
C. Runge noted that the BCPC Board of Directors will take action on the recommendation at its 
August 7th meeting.  The meeting is schedule to be held at the new Ledgeview town hall. 

 
4. Selection of a Section 5310 Program Project Review Subcommittee for the Calendar Year (CY) 

2020 application cycle. 
 

C. Runge noted the next solicitation for Federal Section 5310 is set to begin shortly.  C. Runge 
asked for three volunteers from the committee to serve on a subcommittee, along with Brown 
County Planning Commission staff, which will review and score applications. 
 
The following TCC members volunteered and will serve on the Review Subcommittee: 
 

1. Julie Tetzlaff, CP Center 
2. Christel Giesen, ADRC 
3. Stephanie Birmingham, Options for Independent Living 

 
C. Runge noted that it is anticipated that WisDOT will issue the application materials in mid-
June with a deadline for submittal approximately mid-August.  Copies of the applications will 
be provided to the review subcommittee shortly after the August deadline. 
 
C. Runge continued that the Review Committee members will meet one time to review and 
score the applications.  The meeting takes approximately 1 – 1½ hours.  

 
5. Round robin discussion about specialized transportation services in Brown County. 
 

J. Tetzlaff stated that the CP Center expansion project is complete and noted that there is less 
space for parking and less room for maneuvering specialized vehicles and appreciates 
everyone’s cooperation. 
 
D. Misovec thanked the committee for its support of the Curative Connections Section 85.21 
application. 
 
S. Birmingham stated that it has been brought to the attention of the Advocacy Coalition that 
transportation for students with intellectual disabilities to and from jobs is needed. 
 
S. Popp asked if Andrea Vlach, the new Brown County Mobility Coordinator, if she could assist.  
Andrea agreed to share her contact information. 
 
S. Popp stated the MTM1 continues to provide NEMT for the state.  DHS is in the process of 
developing and issuing a RFP for services.   

                         

1 Discussion under this item is in regard to the transportation program offered by Curative Connections as of July 1, 

2015.  Prior to this date, the service was provided by the Lakeland Chapter of the American Red Cross.  The program 
offers demand-response transportation services to seniors and qualifying individuals with disabilities with use of a small-
medium bus, van, or sedan in all of Brown County. 

 



 
M. Borchardt asked if MTM is penalized for poor service. 
 
L. Conard noted that the contract between the state and MTM does allow for punitive damages 
should MTM fail to meet the requirements.  It is important to note that the contract does allow 
MTM to have a certain number of “No Shows/No Provider Available”.  It is not known if the 
threshold has been recently met since DHS is numerous months behind on its on-line 
performance reporting. 
 
C. Giesen noted that when Abbey Vans began to no longer provide trips under the MTM 
contract, complaints rose.  However, the number of complaints has dropped recently and 
believes it may be due to the fact that many people have stopped complaining because they 
are not seeing results. 

 
C. Giesen noted that the ADRC staff has been hearing that it is difficult to schedule a social trip 
with Curative Connections.2  (Social trip purposes include, for example, visiting someone in a 
nursing home or going to an activity center for a class.) 
 
T. Whetung noted that Curative staff will take the name and phone number of the individual 
requesting a social trip and in the event of an opening in the scheduled, the client will be called. 
 
T. Whetung reviewed the scheduling procedures:  All trips are scheduled on a first come, first 
service basis: 
 

 Medical trips can be scheduled 30 days in advance. 

 Nutritional trips can be scheduled seven days in advance. 

 Social trips can be scheduled two business days advance. 

 Reoccurring employment trips (same day of the week; same time) can be 
scheduled well in advance with just one phone call (subscription). 

 
M. Borchardt noted that she plans to set up a meeting with Village of Howard and Village of 
Suamico representatives in the near future to discuss transit service.  M. Borchardt noted that 
it is the time of the year when government entities begin discussing the budget for the following 
year. 
 
B. (Bridget) Clancy noted that she works for Syble Hopp School and is attending on behalf of 
Mary Brick.  Syble Hopp appreciates the “A+” bus service they receive from Green Bay Metro 
and transportation services provided by Curative Connections.  
 
R. Peters asked about the five buses shelters Metro is being recommended for funding. 
 
E. Fels noted that Green Bay Metro has a list of serval locations in which they would like to 
install shelters.  Staff is currently working through right-of -way issues. 
 
S. Birmingham asked about the shelter style. 

                         

2 Discussion under this item is in regard to the transportation program offered by Curative Connections as of July 1, 

2015.  Prior to this date, the service was provided by the Lakeland Chapter of the American Red Cross.  The program 
offers demand-response transportation services to seniors and qualifying individuals with disabilities with use of a small-
medium bus, van, or sedan in all of Brown County. 

 



 
E. Fels replied that shelters will look like the ones at the Bay Park Square Transfer Point (ADA 
Accessible). 
 
R. Peters asked that information regarding the voucher program be provided because ASPIRO 
would like to distribute to the parents of clients. 
 
D. Zanon introduced himself as staff from Options for Independent Living and noted that he 
works with consumers of public transportation.  
 
C. Runge asked Andrea if she had any presentation scheduled. 

 
A. Vlach noted that she has scheduled events at St. Norbert College’s freshman orientation and 
Mason Manor (senior housing). 

 
 A. Vlach stated that Arms of Angels no longer will accept vouchers on Sunday. 
 

E. Fels noted that the Green Bay Metro paratransit service3 is running smoothly. 
 

S. Birmingham stated she is advocating for fixed route bus service on Sundays.  She asked 
about funding. 
 
Members of the committee noted that Federal and State funding is limited and not likely to 
increase in the near future to the level needed to support the service. 
 
C. Giesen noted that Pam Bush (Door-Tran) began working with local churches recently.  Door-
Tran provides driver training to church members who then use the Door-Tran vehicles on 
Sundays to bring parishioners to and from Church. 
 
S. Birmingham suggested A. Vlach contact Nurse Next Door (caregiver company) as many of 
their clients could benefit from travel training or other information. 

 
6. Other matters. 

 
The tentative TCC meeting schedule for 2019 is as follows:  

 
Monday, September 9, 2019 
Monday, December 2, 2019 

 
Green Bay Metro Transportation Center 

901 University Avenue 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 

10:15 a.m. 
 
 
7. Adjourn. 
 

                         

3 Discussion is in regard to the paratransit program offered by Green Bay Metro to qualifying clients under contract 

with MV Transportation, a private transportation company. 

 



A motion was made by M. Borchardt, seconded by E. Fels, to adjourn. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:55 a.m. 

 


